
Conference Information and Accommodations
For conference information or to register, visit the Tire Research and Test Center website 
at www.trtc.ialr.org or www.trtc.me.vt.edu

Conference Hotel:
Quaker Square Inn at The University of Akron 
135 South Broadway 
Akron, Ohio (OH) 44325-9002
Phone: 330.253.5970  
Website: www.quakersquare.com

Contact Information:
For more information about TRTC, contact:	    
Saied Taheri - 434.766.6758			 
staheri@vt.edu	 		    

Or, 

Celal Batur - 330.972.7367
batur@uakron.edu 

For Information about Conference details, contact:
Pam Patterson - 434.766-6605
pam.patterson@ialr.org

September 23-24, 2010
Quaker Square Inn at The University of Akron
Akron, OH

This planning conference brings together key personnel from tire and 
automotive companies and tier-one suppliers with researchers from Virginia 
Tech and The University of Akron for the purpose of establishing the 
Tire Research and Test Center at the Institute for Advanced Learning and 
Research Campus in Danville, VA and at The University of Akron (this is 
an NSF I/UCRC-Industry/University Cooperative Research Center*).

*This planning conference is funded by the National Science Foundation under the Industry/
University Cooperative Research Centers (I/UCRC) program, which encourages cooperative 
research between academia and industry.

Tire Research & Test Center 
P l a n n i n g  C o n f e r e n c e



TRTC is envisioned as a one-of-a-kind Tire Research and Test Center (TRTC) that 
will deliver optimum solutions through innovation for the tire industry. For 15 years, 
TRTC researchers, who bring expertise in all facets of road transportation technologies, 
have advanced the industry with various technology transfers and Intellectual Property 
contributions. TRTC is ready for the challenge of providing new and innovative solutions for 
the next phase of tire and vehicle technologies.

Co-located at The University of Akron and at the Institute for Advanced Learning and 
Research (IALR) in southern Virginia, the two tire research centers are situated in proximity 
to over ten research laboratories in Virginia and Ohio including:

•	The Center for Intelligent Material Systems and Structures

•	The Center for Vehicle Systems and Safety

•	VIPER (Virginia Institute for Performance Engineering and Research)

•	Virginia Tech Transportation Institute

•	The Defense Metals Technology Center

•	The University of Akron Transportation Center

The proposed center will benefit from the expertise listed in these research laboratories and 
through the use of specialized and state-of-the-art test equipment such as ITL’s Tire Test 
Trailer, an ABS/VSC Hardware-In-the-Loop system, a Terramechanics Rig, and an 8-Post 
Shaker Test Rig.

Come and visit us or let us come and show you what we can do to improve your 
presence in the market.

With these research entities collaborating, and Virginia International Raceway within 15 minutes of the Center at IALR, the possibilities are endless!

TRTC will address the needs of multiple industries and 
will interface with a wide spectrum of manufacturers 
and suppliers. 

Tire Research & Test Center (TRTC)
Mission:  TRTC will provide first class technology development, research, and test solutions to tire, automotive, and road transportation companies through modeling, analysis, and 

demonstration of integrated solutions and systems. The technologies developed at TRTC will offer solutions for “future tires” and open the pathway for intelligent tires and integrated 

control of chassis systems for autonomous transportation. 

TRTC will address the needs of multiple industries and will interface with a wide spectrum of manufacturers and suppliers. The research at TRTC will focus on the development of 

technologies through new methods of analysis, synthesis, design, and manufacturing of tires that are technologically advanced – all with a focus on safer road transportation. Our access 

to cutting-edge facilities at two campuses and six affiliated laboratories and centers will allow us to explore various challenging industrial problems.

TENTATIVE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

September 23

6:00-7:00 p.m.	 Registration
7:00-9:00 p.m. 	 Dinner and Discussion-Keynote Speaker (TBA)

September 24

7:00-8:00 a.m. 	 Breakfast
8:00-8:45 a.m. 	 Welcome, University Officials, Virginia Tech and University of Akron
	 Research Capabilities at Virginia Tech and University of Akron
8:45-9:00 a.m. 	 Introduction of Participants
9:00-9:30 a.m.	 Center Structure: presentation by Center Director assisted by a key 
	 industrial supporter outlining the need for the proposed research of the 	
	 center and describing the organization including major policies and 
	 procedures, cost and funding options. 
9:30-10:00 a.m. 	 Research Program: Presentation by the center director 
10:00-10:15 a.m.	 Coffee Break
10:15-10:40 a.m.	 Introduction to NSF IUCRC Program (NSF representatives) 
10:40-11:00 a.m. 	 Presentation by the evaluator regarding evaluation procedures and 
	 feedback during the meeting; what is envisioned for semi-annual 
	 meetings; and the administration of the NSF research instruments to	
	 gauge measures of intervening center success (NSF Evaluator)
11:00-12:00 p.m.	M aterials and Compounding Research Program: Overview of research 
	 by the coordinator followed by 15 minutes project presentations
12:00-1:00 p.m.	 Lunch
1:00-2:00 p.m.	 Tire Manufacturing Research Program: Overview of research by the 
	 coordinator followed by 15 minutes project presentations
2:00-3:00 p.m.	M odeling and Testing Research Program: Overview of research by the 
	 coordinator followed by 15 minutes project presentations
3:00-3:15 p.m.	 Coffee Break
3:15-4:30 p.m. 	 Breakout Sessions by Research Area; Guided discussion and feedback 
	 on the proposed projects
4:30-6:00 p.m. 	 Discussion of Project Feedback during breakout sessions-Action Items


